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Appreciation Breakfast...from Page 1A

By Jarrett Whitener
North Georgia News
Staff Writer

Longtime Allegheny Lodge member Johnie Garmon, currently 
serving as the Grand Master of Masons in Georgia, called for 
moments of silence Friday in honor of those who died on 9/11/01.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                     Photo by Shawn Jarrard
to be there but were on the 
clock. 

I v y  S m i t h  i s  t h e 
Worshipful Master of Allegheny 
Lodge for 2020, and to prepare 
the breakfast, he enlisted the 
primary help of his son and 
Junior Deacon Peyton Smith, 
as well as friend and Senior 
Warden Murl Tackett. 

Together, they made 
sausage, eggs, biscuits, gravy, 

pancakes and bacon to serve 
at the lower pavilion in Meeks 
Park, where they enlisted six 
other freemasons to serve the 
first responders and make the 
event a success. 

Also  ass i s t ing  was 
fellow mason and The View 
Grill Manager Matt Leonard, 
who helped the lodge procure 
many supplies necessary for 
the breakfast. 

“I was a medic for over 
10 years,” Worshipful Master 
Smith said. “So, to be able to 
give back to the community 
and to the first responders, 
especially right now with 
everything going on and how 
underappreciated they feel, I 
think it’s even more important 
than ever. 

“We were worried we 
weren’t going to get to have 
(the breakfast), but I’m glad 
that we figured out a way to 
hold it. And it turned out to 
be one of the best ones that 
I’ve been involved with since 
I’ve been a part of Allegheny 
Masonic Lodge.” 

The lodge has had to 
cancel dozens of events and 
activities due to COVID-19 
this year, which has impacted 
fundraising for the two big 
in i t ia t ives  suppor ted  by 
Allegheny, namely the Masonic 
Youth Home and scholarships 
for local graduating seniors, 
though the lodge supports many 
other endeavors. 

Fortunately, Smith said 
Allegheny Lodge will be 
able to keep supporting these 
initiatives, even in the face of 
the financial squeeze applied by 
COVID-19 and the responses 
to it. 

In terms of the first 

Allegheny Lodge Senior Warden Murl Tackett serving up some delicious breakfast in the Sept. 
11 First Responder Breakfast in Meeks Park.      Photo by Shawn Jarrard

responders themselves, those 
who could attend were definitely 
feeling the love Friday. 

“It’s an honor – it means 
a lot,” Fire Batt. Chief Richard 
Jones said. “The masons have 
always stepped up and been 
very good to us, and we enjoy 
it. It brings us together, and it’s 
good to be honored.” 

Union County Sheriff 

Mack Mason said he, too, 
appreciated the masons and 
their honoring of the victims of 
9/11, many of whom were first 
responders also. 

“It’s good to have their 
support, and it’s good that 
people still remember what 
happened 19 years ago,” Mason 
said. “It can’t happen again. 

“If we don’t have a 

strong military and aggressively 
pursue these Taliban members 
and other terrorist groups – 
we've even got some here 
within the United States – we 
need to stay abreast of them, 
and when we can, either arrest 
them or kill them.”

Community members share thoughts on COVID, economy

Most visitors to local stores still appear to be wearing masks while shopping.   
       Photo by Jarrett Whitener

T h e  d o w n w a r d 
trend in COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths 
around the state and nation has 
many community members 
hopeful that the ongoing 
coronavirus saga will come 
to an end sooner rather than 
later. 

While shopping at Dollar 
General on Thursday, Sept. 10, 
Chris Paxton of Ellijay said he 
felt confident people have been 
doing their parts to stay safe 
while in public. 

“I’d like to think that 
things have gotten better in 
these last few months,” Paxton 
said. “For COVID, it seems that 
our numbers have gone down, 
and there is less to hear about 
it lately. I know it is still here 
for a while longer, but I think 
we have a grasp on it. 

“I never minded the 
mask-wearing in stores and 

whatnot. I don’t wear them 
outside all that much, but if 
there are crowded areas or a 
store recommends them, then I 
think it is a good idea to wear 
them. Maybe by Christmastime 
we can get this out of the way 
and move on.” 

Julie Reinhart of Murphy, 
North Carolina, expressed 
gratitude to be living in an area 
where large crowds are not part 
of the day to day routine for 
most people. 

“ M y  s o n  l i v e s  i n 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
and thankfully he hasn’t really 
been exposed to the virus or 
anything there,” Reinhart said 
at Save-A-Lot on Saturday, 
Sept. 12. “I was afraid when all 
that partying was going on at 
the beaches in Florida that they 
would do that where he lives. 

“Around here, people 
don’t really group up too much 
because we have more older 
folks that don’t get out. I think 
that has helped us not spread it 

as much around here. I think if 
we keep doing what we have 
been, then we will continue 
to be fine. I think this is a safe 
area, and we have done our 
best.” 

While everyone holds 
out hope for a conclusion to 
the pandemic, the focus for 
some community members 
remains on the impacts of the 
shutdowns and other mitigation 
efforts. 

Union County resident 
Avery Dallas fears that the 
pandemic and reactions to 
it have affected the housing 
market in a negative way and 
that some locals may be out of a 
home if the job market doesn’t 
pick back up. 

“I  worry  about  the 
economy,” Dallas said while 
shopping at Walmart Saturday. 
“I’ve been seeing a lot of houses 
around the area being sold, and 
it worries me. I wonder if 
people are losing their homes 
because they don’t have jobs. 

The people that are buying 
these places will be those 
that are moving from the big 
cities. 

“For our area, people 
moving in wouldn’t be that 

great for the economy right 
now. If people don’t have jobs 
and they can’t go back to work, 
I don’t see how it will balance 
out when the homes get bought 
up. 

“I just don’t think this 
is a good time for the housing 
market, and I’m afraid that it 
will lead to problems down 
the road.”
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

CCall 706-6-7-781-180606

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ FOR ALL YOUR CON RETE NNCRETE NEEDSEEDS

MONTGOMERYMOMONTNTGTGGOMOMMEERYYRY
CONCRETECOONCRRETETETE

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973

or 706-745-6343

We Make Buying Easy!
Ford • Hayesville, NC • 888.342.2282 • Chevrolet •Murphy, NC • 888.614.8960
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram • Hayesville, NC • 888.384.3145 & Franklin, NC • 828.369.5003 jackyjones.net

ACS GRADING
& EXCAVATING

706-897-0411

Grading, Dump Truck, Gravel, 
Dirt, Driveways, Underbrushing, 

Lot Clearing, Water Lines, Basements
No Job Too Small - FREE Estimates

Locally Owned & Operated

Trust
    Integrity
        Guidance

Taylor Insurance Group

WE DO WHAT
OTHERS
PROMISE

Tom Taylor
YOUR LICENSED LOCAL AGENT

Medicare
Advantage Plans
Supplements, Life,

Under 65 Health Plans,
Dental

770-298-9161 ph/text
1-706-400-5754 Fax

tom@tomtaylorinsurancegroup.com

Mark A. Kelley, Owner
706-897-9485

FREE ESTIMATES

KELLEY HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

“May you have joy in the work of the LORD”
Remodeling • Painting

Yard Maintenance
& Much More

DO YOU NEED 
COPY PAPER?
20# Copy Paper • 92 Brightness

$380 per 500 Sheets
$38 per Case of 5000 Sheets

West
Printing Company
266 Cleveland St., Blairsville

706-745-6343

North Georgia News
706-745-6343

THE BEST PLACE 
FOR LOCAL NEWS 

AND ADVERTISING!


